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GLOBAL YOUTH ACTION NETWORK
West Africa Regional Workshop on Youth in Civic Engagement
17 – 19 October, 2006, Accra – Ghana
CALL FOR PARTICIPANT APPLICATIONS

1.0 Introduction

The Ghana country team of the Global Youth Action Network is organising a three-day regional workshop for Western Africa, from 17 to 19 October, 2006 in Accra.  The workshop forms part of a World Bank sponsored “Youth in Action” project which seeks to empower young people to take active part in national processes towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by the year 2015. It will bring together partners in selected countries in West Africa to explore their countries’ current efforts in addressing the MDGs and issues relating to democratic governance. It will also serve as the launching pad for a series of programmes and activities that will be undertaken under the project over a twelve-month period. 
Young people who meet the basic criteria are encouraged to apply to participate in this workshop by completing and returning the attached application form. Female applicants are particularly urged to take advantage of this opportunity.
2.0 Background information
Youth have a critical role to play in promoting civic participation and democratic governance in West Africa. Yet youth are too often dismissed in debates on these issues, when they should be recognized as those with the largest stake in promoting democratic values, and achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. 

Across West Africa, young people, especially vulnerable youth such as those out of school, living with HIV/AIDS, and disabled, are left out of key national policy processes such as the consultation, review and implementation of poverty reduction strategies, and participation in national legislative processes. 

The World Programme of Action for Youth, a blueprint to international youth policy adopted by the United Nations in 1995, identifies ten priority areas to improve the lives of young people. Young people living in poverty and participation in decision-making are two priorities recognized in the Programme. The World Youth Report 2005 estimates that currently almost 209 million young people (or 18 per cent of all youth) live on less than $1 a day and 515 million young people (or nearly 45 per cent) live on less than $2 a day. 
Poverty may not be evenly distributed throughout all age groups in a population and general policies for poverty alleviation may be inadequate. Many countries overlook the specific needs of young people, particularly the gender aspects of living in poverty. Youth perspectives, such as an understanding of how poverty affects families and the allocation of resources for food, health and education, remain largely absent from most poverty reduction strategies. 

Consequently youth tend to be unrecognised as a target group requiring specific indicators and budget outlays. This is particularly evident in many Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs). The under-representation of young people in national poverty statistics poses several problems that hamper national policy initiatives.

While not the only national instruments for tackling poverty, PRSPs have become key documents for economic and social policy in low-income countries since their introduction about five years ago. A content analysis of the thirty-one PRSPs completed to August 2003 shows that while just over half the PRSPs give some attention to youth in their action plans, the papers do not identify young people as a major group experiencing poverty
. Moreover, there is little evidence that the problems facing youth are treated in the PRSPs as a major crosscutting issue. Only 16 per cent of PRSPs view young people as a focus for integrated interventions. Consequently, many initiatives are piecemeal and limited in their scale and potential impact. The failure of just under a half of the PRSPs to consult young people is one likely contributor to this result. Updated every three years with annual progress reports, PRSPs must integrate the views of young people, particularly young women, in identifying their role in the strategies.

3.0 Objectives of the Workshop
a. To further an understanding of youth in civic engagement;  

b. To find out the particular characteristics and needs of young people living in poverty and, in particular, where they differ by gender, and to identify entry points and strategies for young people’s civic engagement; 
c. To review current poverty reduction strategies in five West  African countries and their efforts to include youth, drawing out lessons learned and identifying opportunities for further application; 
d. To assist young people in developing skills in research and analysis, strategic planning, advocacy and understanding decision-making processes for the purpose of strengthening their role in the development and implementation of national policies;
e. To support partnerships and collaboration between youth organizations from different countries; and 
f. To create a model for strengthening youth policy development that involves cooperation between the youth organizations, Governments and key stakeholders. 
4.0 Workshop format

The workshop is designed as a mutual learning situation, where participants can experience and compare different approaches to civic engagement. Participants will be called upon to use their creative potential to experiment with existing and new working methods. The workshop programme and contents are organised to allow for the maximum participation of the group using active and participatory methods. A team of experienced facilitators will organise the learning process and provides guidance for the participants' personal development during the workshop. Contributions from invited ‘experts’ will help to create the theoretical and practical framework in which participants will reflect upon existing concepts, as well as attempting to develop new approaches with the assistance of the team of facilitators.

English will be the working language of the course. However, to better evaluate participants' language needs, applicants are requested to mention in their application form all the languages in which they are able to work. Applicants must have sufficient understanding of the working language of the course to comprehend and complete the application form without assistance from another person. 

5.0 Expected outcomes

This workshop is expected to build the capacities of youth to engage in mainstream national development processes in their various countries. Participants will therefore return to their organisations empowered with new strategies and insights to take active part in their country’s development agenda. Participants will also become part of the ‘Youth in Action’ project and thereby participating in all other activities throughout the twelve-month period. 
6.0 Participant profile

Up to 40 participants from Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Gambia, and Cameroon are expected to attend this workshop, including active members of youth organisations, National Youth Councils, other youth organisations or networks, governmental services and other partners. 
Applicants should have relevant experience in youth organisations. Priority will be given to candidates who are, or will be, responsible for the management of their youth organisation and programmes, particularly those from recently created and emerging non-governmental youth organisations and networks. 

In general, candidates should be persons who:

a. are aged between 18 and 30;

b. are committed to attend the full duration of the workshop and be supported by a youth organisation or service;

c. are in a position to act as multipliers, to develop programmes and projects that ensure young people’s civic engagement;

d. are able to work and communicate in English. 
7.0 Practical information

Travel Expenses

The cost of travel to and from the venue of the workshop, and all internal transportation during the workshop will be covered by GYAN. Selected participants from outside Ghana will be required to work closely with the planning team to secure the most economical fares. Ghanaian participants will have their travel costs reimbursed during the workshop. 
Accommodation and Meals

All participants will be hosted at a workshop venue which will be confirmed to selected applicants. All meals will also be provided at the same venue for all participants. All other lodging and meals arrangements made outside of this plan will be at the participant’s own cost. 
8.0 Application procedure
Interested applicants must apply using the enclosed application form. This form should be completed and returned via email to ghana@youthlink.org together with a letter of recommendation/support from the sending organisation or service. The deadline for receipt of applications is Friday, 6 October, 2006. Late applications will not be processed. 
Participants will be selected on the basis of the motivation, perceived training needs, experience and potential for multiplication, ensuring a balance between gender, and different types of experiences, cultural backgrounds and organisations. We encourage the participation of young women. 

Selected applicants will be informed by a confirmation letter and will subsequently receive further information on pre-workshop reading materials, travel and other logistical arrangements. Sending organisations and their successful applicants are reminded that once a candidate has been placed on the final list, they must make every effort to attend for the full duration of the workshop. If, for any exceptional reason, they are unable to take up the offer of a place, they must inform the organisers immediately. A waiting list will be established.

Participants who need visa to enter Ghana should attach a scanned copy of their passport to the application form. Please note that while nationals of certain West African countries can secure the Ghana visa on arrival, others may have to personally apply for visa at the nearest Ghana High Commission or representation. Kindly check for your country’s situation. 
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Application form

	Name of Organization: 

Contact Person: 


	Name of Applicant: 

Position in Organisation: 


	Mailing Address:


	Telephone Number: 

Fax Number: 
E-mail Address: 

	The organization is best described as (mark√ all that apply):
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An NGO                                                                       A private sector organization      


Community Based Organization                                 Youth Association/Organisation  


Faith Based Organization                                            Others, Please specify: 

	Brief Description of activities and track record in the field of youth participation and civic engagement (not more than 150 words)



· Please note that applications received after 6 October, 2006 will not be considered. 

· Please submit the completed form to: ghana@youthlink.org 
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